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C rystal collecting is allowed in National Forest Lands. In
the Eldorado National Forest crystal collection is permitted as
long as no significant resource damage is done by the
collector. Before you go into the Forest to collect crystals
there are a few things you need to know.

Size Counts

It is the amount of ground disturbance that you do that is the
difference between responsible use of the Forest and citable
resource damage. If you do cause significant resource damage
you could be cited and fined under Federal Law.

On the Georgetown Ranger District limit
your exploration hole size to about the
equivalent of two 5-gallon buckets (2 cubic
feet) . Fill in anything beyond this amount as you
explore. When you finish for the day, fill in your
holes. Leave the site in good shape for someone

else to enjoy.

USC Only [Jand Tools

Do not use mechanized equipment. Note: the type of
equipment you use to dig for crystals, whether it is a buck
knife, shovel, pickaxe, or rake, is not what determines
whether you are creating resource damage. Some people can
move a lot of dirt with a shovel.

Thcrc |s No “Onc Situation Fits A”” Rulc

Significant resource damage is site specific and is defined by
the District Ranger. If you are uncertain if the holes you plan
to dig will cause significant resource damage then file a Notice
of Intent with the District Ranger. Your proposal will be
reviewed within 15 days and you will be notified if further
steps need to occur to prevent resource damage.

Kcspcct Frivatc FroPcr‘tg

Please remember that not all land in the forest is public land.
The Georgetown area has private land mixed in with national
forest lands. Nothing in this brochure is intended to give you
access to private lands or to authorize you in any way to
collect crystals on private land. It is the your responsibility to
know that the land where you intend to collect crystals is open
to that kind of activity.

Eldorado National Forest website: www.fs.usda.gov/eldorado
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RESPONSIBLE
CRYSTAL
COLLECTION

Crystal hunting has been a
popular activity on the
Eldorado National Forest
for decades. Unfortunately,
some collectors have
caused significant resource

damage to the land.. .

The Forest Service has
the regulatory responsibility
of ensuring that no new

resource damage occurs.

This brochure gives
guidelines to help Forest
users understand the
difference between legal
collection and illegal

resource damage..




Mining L aw Some Good Rules OF
Exploration, prospecting,

developing, and processing are all Thumb AFC:
part of a reasonable minin

operation. With these rights come
responsibilities under Federal law.

3 espect private
If you have questions about how K P P

the mining law relates to PFOPCFt9~
recreational crystal collecting
contact the District Ranger. o Knowifthe areais open

to crgstal co”ecting.

¢ Jurnina Notice of

(ontact |nformation: Intent to the District
Raﬂgcr hcgou aren’t

Georgetown Ranger District sure whether your

Eldorado National Forest activities will cause
7600 Wentworth Springs Road S,gn,',ﬁ,'ca nt resource
Georgetown, CA 95634 d

amagc
Phone: (530) 333-4312
Fax: (530) 333-5522 ¢ (Use onlyhand tools.

Placerville Ranger District ¢ Limitholes to ~2 cubic

Eldorado National Forest feet.
4260 Eight Mile Road o

Camino, CA 95709 * Don t dlg n road bcc{s.
Phone: (530) 644-2324
Fax: (530) 647-5311

. Don”c undercut trees.

. Fl” in your holes.
Pacific Ranger District
Eldorado National Forest ¢ LeaveNo Trace of
7887 Highway 50 your activities.
Pollock Pines, CA 95726
Phone: (530) 644-2349
Fax: (530) 647-5405

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.




